Electronic submission is now the preferred method for many geoscience journals, and the procedures Geological Magazine uses will be familiar to authors with recent experience of submitting to other leading journals. Some people will not prefer the new system, but on balance it benefits authors, the editors and referees. For example, we expect the turnaround time from submission to final publication to be improved, given the instantaneous transmission of manuscripts between authors, the editorial office, the editors, and, not least, the referees. This matters a lot for a journal like Geological Magazine which attracts manuscripts and contributors from around the world. It will also allow for better tracking of manuscripts at each stage of the publication process.
